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Babi Badalov (born 1959 in Azerbaijan) works with visual poetry, which he defines as
"Migrant Poetry" or "Actuality Poetry". Since 2008 he has been living in Paris as a refugee.
His freedom is restricted by his political status and his life is daily dominated by
confrontation with huge cultural differences. Language represents for Babi Badalov one of
the biggest cultural obstacles to the process of integration, a barrier he must deal with on a
daily basis.

In his visual poetry the viewer is confronted with language barriers, which can lead to both
linguistic confusions and conflicts of cultural identity. In his writings he experiments with
words and texts, mixes languages and mentalities of western and eastern cultures. He
combines Cyrillic, Latin, Persian, and Russian letters with different languages creating
unexpected connections and free associations of ideas, as well as plays on words
composed of ironic political commentaries.

For the Kunstraum Munchen, he will work primarily with collages: different fonts, oriental
ornaments and poetries are combined with various materials such as photographs,
postcards and promotional brochures that he collects since years in Paris on districts
inhabited by immigrants, like a kind of diary. Out of the elaboration of this materials Babi
Badalov develops his narrative collages of his "Migrant Poetry" / "Actuality Poetry".

These works portray and highlight new realities in Europe: Immigration, Multiculturalism
and conflicts due to a growing Muslim population, realities that especially in rich cities like
Munich are often suppressed. Recent events such as the attacks in Paris and
Copenhagen and the rise of "Pegida" (Patriotic Europeans against the Islamization of the
West) in Germany underline the relevance of Badalovs enterprise.
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